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Proving the Birth of Imam Al-Mahdi
(P.B.U.H)

I Sheikh Kadim Al-Qara Guli

The greatness of the notion of Imamate resulted in di-
verse understandings in Islamic theology. The one who is
away from the mercy of God, envy would blind him from un-
derstanding this notion. It has been a point of research and
study among people, leading to various conclusions through-
out history. History witnessed many cases in which people
have turned from being bitter enemies to Ahlulbait into close
companions and supporters. On the other hand, many compan-
ions of Ahlulbait, at the end of their life, lost their ways and
denied the divine position of Imamate. The only unchangeable
fact in this life is change itself, because nothing and nobody is
immune to change.

The interesting fact is that once Man has safeguarded
his belief in Islam, Satan moves on further to trap him in ac-
cepting the notion of Imamate. Therefore, the existence of
Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) has been a case of heated debate
throughout centuries: some believe in his birth and life, while
others deny completely his existence.

Because of the critical position Mahdism occupies in
Islam, I sought to investigate and display the most important
evidences that prove the birth of the Imam. I have depended
on narrations from different Islamic schools in this regard.
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Strategic Progress of the Shias During
the Major Occultation

I Sayed Mahmood Al-Mugqadas Al-Guraifi

This paper encounters the strategic method of progress, proposed
by Imam Al-Mahdi for his Shias during the time of Major Occultation.
This threefold method is as the following:

First, contacting the Imam himself, while defying any other false
claim of ambassadorship on behalf of the Imam. His proposal did not
leave any chance for others to claim falsely his ambassadorship. Days
prior to the death of the last ambassador, he falsified any meeting claim
with him. He stated: “Some of my Shias will claim that they have met
me [as ambassadors]. Anyone who claims my meeting before the rise of
Al-Sufiani and the Cry, he is indeed a liar”.

Second, Imam Al-Mahdi insisted on his Shias to follow their
scholars and Religious Authorities. Because the Imam foresaw that
there will be theological vacuum after his Major Occultation, he found-
ed the principle of resorting to the scholars, as he mentioned: “In novel
unknown incidents, go back to the narrators of our Hadiths, because
they are my proof upon you, and I am God’s proof upon them”.

The third part of the strategy proposed by the Imam is ‘awaiting’
his Debut. He displayed a number of principles, founded by the previ-
ous Imams, as the necessity of the existence of the Imam, knowing him,
and believing in him during the time of Occultation. These have been

presented in this study in detail.
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The History of Religious Authority and
its Representation of Imam Al-Mahdi in

the Time of Occultation

I Sheikh Jasim Al-Wa’ely

Praise to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and Allah’s blessing and
peace be upon the last of the prophets, Muhammad, and his honor-
able progeny, and the everlasting curse be upon their enemy.

One of the gifts of God bestowed upon this nation, especial-
ly during the Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi, is that He has desig-
nated a shelter to resort to, who are the Fugaha, or religious jurists.
They are the general representatives of Imam Al-Mahdi.

Out of envy, the concept of representation of Imam Al-Mah-
di through Fuqaha has been critiqued and brought out into ques-
tioning. Unfortunately, many of the simple and naive Shias have
been trapped in such subjective unrealistic questioning. Provided
that they are examined carefully, one will find out that such an
empty debate is loose as a spider’s web, as God has described it in
Quran “And indeed, the weakest of homes is the home of spider”
(29: 41). The stability and the historical roots of this concept reveal
its truth and functionality. In fact, the ideological goals of such
questioning are merely to push people astray from the right path of
salvation.

This study is threefold: first, it makes a perusal of the history
of Religious Authority, second, the reality and truth of Religious
Authority and its right to represent Imam Al-Mahdi, and finally it
presents a relevant conclusion that the concept of Religious Au-
thority is proved rationally, without even the need to go through

theological narrations.
=
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The Sacred and the Representation of the
Sacred: Mahdism in the Minds of the Is-
lamic Western World

I Sayed Khaled Sisawi Al-Jaza’eri, Ph. D.

Those studies that encounter argumentative religiously and
humanistically sacred topics demand a specific type of research
methodology, ranging from objective investigation of the prob-
lems of the study, to inductive readings of historical evidences, to
constructive analysis of those evidences.

This study seeks to investigate a critical topic that has been
dominating the minds of the masses of the Islamic Westerners, de-
pending on anthropological and historical sources that encounter
Mahdism and its socio-cultural dimensions in the minds and imag-
ination of the masses.

The Islamic Westerners depended greatly on their imagina-
tion inheritance, concerning Mahdism, in applying this concept on
their political, social, and religious lives. This paper deals with the
problem that some anthropological studies claim that this concept

has been taken from different myths and superstitions.
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The Role of Imam Al-Mahdi in Maintain-
ing the Proofs of God and the Path to

Salvation

I Sheikh Hasan Al-Kashani

The divine role of Imamate must be clarified: it will not go
invalid because of the denial of people. It would remain functional
even if the Imam was not present among them. The Imam doesn’t
necessarily do his functions publically, and is not limited to clar-
ifying the instructions of Islam. He also maintains the Proofs of
God. He is the only link with that world which is beyond our reach
and perception. He is the gaurdian of God’s revelations and their
explainer.

The Imam is also the protecter of the religion and the most
truthful individual, because he is the only carrier of the divine mes-
sage. He occupies that function whether he was present among us,
or living in Occultation. He is also the witness of the deeds of this
nation, regardless of his condition, because he is the upholder of

divine proofs.
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Introducing Mahdism to Other Cultures

I Mujtaba Al-Sadah

Introducing Mahdism to the world is one of the most
significant issues today. We are in need of a global proj-
ect that introduces this belief and its principles to others.
However, prior to that, we are in need of, first, founding
the methodological and scientific basis for this global proj-
ect in a way that adapts to the understanding and culture
of the other (non-Muslim). Second, we also have to carry
out a deep study of others’ cultures, according to which,
we formulate a communication method that is based on
mutual understandings, introducing Mahdism to other non
Islamic cultures. We can employ the means that are avail-
able and perceivable by those cultures.

Surely, this intellectual rise of Mahdism cannot take

place by itself, but through the efforts of all of its believers.
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The Jurisprudential Legitimacy of
Naming Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H)

I Wafqgan Khdaier Al-Kabi, Ph. D.

This research investigates the jurisprudential legitimacy
of naming Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) during the time of
Occultation.

There is a group of narrations that announces the pro-
hibition of naming Imam Al-Mahdi out of fear of harm-
ing him during his Occultation. It is acknowledged among
scholars that the prohibition was limited to the time of Mi-
nor Occultation, but it seems that there are other narrations
that claim this prohibition continues to the time of his De-
but.

This research seeks to study the essence of those narra-
tions and the reason behind that prohibition which is up-
held to the day of Debut. Throughout the research, I pres-

ent more details about those narrations and their sources.
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The Role of Women in the Rise of Imam

Al-Mahdi

I Sheikh Muhammad-Rida Al-Saedi

Women had impressive roles in the formulation of
history. This, on the one hand, reveals the potential power
a woman possesses, and on the other, the unlimited chanc-
es she may get to express her power in supporting justice.

In the history of Ahlulbait and the preceding proph-
ets, women occupied significant positions in supporting
their reformations. One of these movements shall be the
rise of Imam Al-Mahdi. There are plenty of narrations that
confirm the important role of women in the reformative
movement of Imam Al-Mahdi. Those narrations, more-
over, mention the names of those women and their role in
the expected utopia.

Thus, this research displays the importance of the
role of women and a perusal of the status of women and
their number, which 1s 50 out of 313, the leaders of the
movement of the Imam. This research finally concludes
its investigation with the mentioning of the biography of
some of those women.




Aol Aot Adle g pall ddge
QL:T.G&;LL;”:S.U\I

G Al L sV e HLasVL cdos o Asdl o aldll e 2151 0
IR W | PR S () W SN KW PUVHPW S P8 NN P
QWQMM;JQJTJQ\)L;@MLL}A\HQQM\@_':,e
Al eie 1 sl odwl b5 N LV s 5 s s8I dsla phall 355 2 s
68 21 3 ) sl el Ll 5 s eolwcdl ssaadl U8 2 i 1 3
e 2 Y Csluls ol sl ol § Lb el o5 a5 celds Ll

3 G b olis e s ] ey OIS Ol p gl 1 OV
bl e e Ul SN 8, dadll Bls 330 580 wlar b (e n i
155 30 ping OLai ¥ 8, dad 3 g3 515yt 1a BT S ¢ il oLl ey pal
Ll s L5 adll odon Olsesl St AT (g AW o 1 ol
) = e e Sl sl cp sl

cgoladl Jool A0 55 O Sy N A gl e g ol ezl
IS Lol e bl s eI i dle (8 e Lol JSUtie L 0T s s
i ¢ Jmro VI S S s (3 o I3 O it 5 il ) Ll
SRR SC IR [P AU F PR VIS PRV R B EFCHT SN U )
‘_?52—33)cr')&_..\..‘bo_}}“L@H)«Q;J\Lkév_xﬁwi&_ﬁéw‘tokd\
;\wlj(,_kbwgubwut}s&_a

Sl e el ol O iny s o sl A ST 0 5al1 )
= A e SIS e el s s 01 2551 ) glS sl J L
UM"\‘—"};‘;‘JHM&JJM‘H)ﬁj”'bﬁ‘&‘u—i"("a"’”ﬁu—&’y‘
gl el 83l codamdl oS SUNa e Lauz L L1 Y1 2 g5

sl idle 1) 6 1 | S Lol s 3yl p 5 () G s JUAL s 35

R FPEPCI R EES F PSP ISR W SPE [ LR PP SR VA
; y

E
n
=
_.H.
n
9
=]
a4
o
-
g
.
3
A
a
>
o

Yoe




E
n
=
7
g,
3
1
.
-
L
l
|
i
a
.
= §

Yoo

The Globalization of the West and the

Universality of the Government of Imam

Al-Mahdi
I Ati Abiat, Ph. D.

Globalization is a relatively recent phenomenon that is over-
whelming the academic halls and their discussions. Not so far, the
effect of this concept has been occupying the Islamic world and its
cultural circles, with its relative concepts, as the cosmic informa-
tion revolution, the revolution of super fast communicative links,
the world as a small village, multi national global companies, duty
free economy, and alike, they all have been discussed with an atti-
tude of admiration.

Though this is a modern concept, it reveals Man’s need to
communicate with each other peacefully. This humanistic feature
is highlighted and promoted by God.

A progressive community is always supportive of a global
society, which represents the best means of universal communica-
tion. That community also believes in the necessity of globalizing
the true Islam. The best manifestation of this true global Islam is
the Utopia of Imam Al-Mahdi that realizes the ultimate aspirations
of humanity and ends all injustice and oppression.

The rise of this utopia shall take place only after all human-
ity realizes that there is no other earthly solution to their problems,
then to get united under the peaceful banner of Imam Al-Mahdi.

In this research, I will explain the meaning of globalization
and its founding. Then [ will move on to encounter the universality
of the government of Imam Al-Mahdi and its positive effect on the
world.
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Research Methodology in Kamal Al-Deen Wa
Tamam Al-Nima by Sheikh Al-Sadooq

I Written by: Parviz Azadi

Ibn Babewah was known as Al-Sadooq (the most truthful), considered
among the best Shia scholars. He was nicknamed as such, first, for his truthfulness in
narrating the Hadiths of Ahlulbait (P.B.U.H), and second, for his massive and valu-
able writings that nullified the ideologies of the opposing schools.

As a Shia theologian, Ibn Babewah Al-Qomi (Al-Sadooq) has left behind
him a rich heritage for the coming generations, chief among which is Kamal Al-Deen
Wa Tamam Al-Nima, explaining Mahdism from a twelver point of view, defying the
theory of interval (the halt in the chain of Imamate).

Moreover, the name of the book is borrowed from the Quranic verse: “To-
day, I have perfected your religion for you, and completed My favor upon you” (3:5)
because the perfection of the religion, according to the verse, lies in Imamte, realized
in the existence of the twelfth Imam, Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H).

After a perusal of this book, I have found out that most of the narrated Had-
iths are narrated by five out of eighty eight individuals. In other words, more than
half of the Hadiths of this book are narrated by the following five men:

Ali bin Babewah (May God have mercy on him)

Muhammad bin Al-Waleed Al-Qomi (May God have mercy on him)

Al-Mudafar Al-Alawi Al-Omari Al-Samarqandi (May God have mercy on him)

Muahmmad bin Al-Mutawakil (May God have mercy on him)

Abul Abas Ibn Ishaq Al-Taleqani (May God have mercy on him)

In both the third and fourth centuries (A. H.) many questions and skeptical view-
points have been cast at Mahdism, leading to an intellectual rise among Shia scholars
to defy those skeptical attitudes. There is a group of books starring in this field, chief
among which are Al-Gaiba by Al-Nomani, Kamal Al-Deen Wa Tamam Al-Nima by
Sheikh Al-Sadooq, and Al-Gaiba by Sheikh Al-Toosi. In fact, the book of Sheikh
Al-Sadooq is distinguished because of some intellectual features, including the
signed letters of Imam Al-Mahdi, an investigation of those who lived for a long time,
theological discussions, studying the trustworthiness of some narrators and sources.

This book, for centuries, remained the primary source of Mahdism Hadiths
and answering the questions of the opposing ideologies. Mahdism researchers’ need
for this book reveals the importance and superiority of this source.
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The Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi and the

Process of Perfection of the Islamic Society

I Ala Ibrahim Razooqi

Man can never attain perfection unless he applies the religious
instructions designated by the Creator of Man. Those comprehensive
instructions aim at the material and spiritual perfection of Man. Accord-
ingly, no one is qualified to fill the role of guidance to perfection unless
he is designation by God Himself to reform the society depending on Is-
lam. Indeed, God has promised his creation a point in History, in which
the ultimate prosperity will take place: “And We have already written
in the Book of Psalms after previous mention, that the earth shall be
inherited by My righteous servants” (21:105). One has to depend on
this divine promise to maintain his hope, optimism, more activity in the
Islamic nation, and work in the path of God.

As a matter of fact, God has preserved Imam Al-Mahdi, the
twelfth Imam of Ahlulbait, for that promised day. God has bestowed
upon him a long life to make him live among us, know about us, and
get acquainted with our experiences, failure, and success. He coexists
our trials and misfortunes, while he keeps inspiring us with hope and
strength. Waiting for the Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi is of high value,
which is considered an unending source of hope and faith in divinity.

Waiting for the Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi denotes a highly sig-
nificant state of faith, that people still maintain their belief in divinity.
As for those who keep waiting for Imam Al-Mahdi should let his name
inhabit their minds and hearts and anticipate his Debut at any moment.
However, waiting for the Imam doesn’t mean to abandon our humanis-
tic and religious responsibilities: the Shias have to pave the way for his
arrival by spreading Islamic teaching in the world, and to resist oppres-

sion, as our scholars have insisted for centuries.
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