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Meeting the Imam During the Era of Oc-

cultation

I Sheikh Kadim Al-Qara Guli

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The case of Imam Al-Mahdi, because of its unnatural
conditions, is still aligned with questioning, research and
debate. Among the details which demand precise investi-
gation is the case of meeting the Imam during the time of
Occultation.

However, there are a great number of people who are
not well identified with the Islamic faith hold a skeptic atti-
tude towards such a claim, though they cannot entirely deny
the case.

Subjectively, some announce their disbelief in such a
meeting. Here, I would put the entire case under investiga-

tion objectively.
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The Prime Factors of the Mahdism Uto-

pia and its Realization

I Murteda A. Al-Heli

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

One of the primary goals of Imam Al-Mahdi is to found his just and di-
vine system, in which there is no room for inequality and injustice. There are
certain demands without which, it is almost impossible to realize that divine
system, chiefly among which is people’s belief in God and his teleological plans
in this world and hereafter. This belief also necessarily requires certain founda-
tional factors like morality, ethics, and virtue. These factors are all required to
lead to that expected Mahdism utopia.

As a divine pre-determined plan, God has demanded the belief in Him
to be well established among people whenever there was a chance, while he has
rebuked those who did not make good use of such opportunities.

This study tends to shed light on such requirements prior to the estab-
lishment of the government of Imam Al-Mahdi and its maintenance. There
is a fact that the Debut of the Imam is directly related to such requirements,
though it is a divine matter and choice. This matter undergoes current histor-

ical, sociological, and political contexts, to which it is greatly related.
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Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi: A Mani-
festation of Divine Justice

I Haija Abdul Hasan

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The thesis of Occultation has occupied a great space in Shias’ theological
books. The Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi has its reasons, which are still un-
known to many of his followers and opponents. This group of people question
even the very existence of the Imam.

It was narrated from the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) that he stated: “I swear to
God that Al-Qaem from my offspring shall go into Occultation to the extent
that people would say: there is no need for Ahlulbait; while others doubt about
his birth. So whosoever lives to that time, he must abide to his belief and do
not let Satan destabilize his faith and push him out of Islam”

The question would be that how the just God would let the earth with-
out an Imam? Why didn’t the Imam rise yet? If he exists, what is the difference
between his presence and absence? Why isn’'t Imam Al-Mahdi among the peo-
ple guiding them like his forefathers? Do the non-Shias hold the same belief
in the concept of occultation as the Shias do? Does the Imam is expecting
prepared followers awaiting his uprising?

There are numerous questions waiting to be answered, while we are
living in the time of skepticism and ideological deviations.

Accordingly, this paper studies some of the narrations that concern
the Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi in the light of certain linguistic theories,
semantically and pragmatically. The study tends also to make a contextual un-
derstanding of these texts in the light of Western linguistic theories, as well as
other Arabic theories that concern the importance of the context in under-
standing the texts.
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Occultation of the Imam Despite the

Prosperity of Shia Governments

I Nematollah Safari

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu
One might encounter the question that why Imam Al-Mahdi is still in Occultation
despite the prosperity of the Shias under the reign of certain Shia governments?

The current study aims at investigating the historico-political contexts of these
Shia governments starting from the second half of the third century (A.H.) until the end
of the fourth century. Next, it moves to analyze the real reason behind the Imam’s pro-
longed Occultation despite the presence of such governments.

This paper encounters the reign of the Alawites in Tabarestan (250-316 A.H.) in
the northern parts of the current Iran and the nature of their rule, and the possibility of
the Debut under such a system.

Next, the research moves next to shed light on the reign of the Fatimids in An-
delus (296-565 A. H.) and the Qaramites (286-439 A. H.). the paper here studies the way
these two kingdoms ruled and whether it is possible to describe them as Shia govern-
ments, depending on them for the Debut.

It also studies the rule of the Hamdanis (293-394 A. H.) and the Buwaihis until
their fall in 447 (A.H.).

The research goes on to investigate the real ideologies upon which these king-
doms were established and the real policy adopted by their rulers. The result of the study
would be that in case the Imam had debuted, he would have faced several challenges,
as the following: despite the shaky position of the Abbasyd kingdom at the time, it had
enough power to encounter any outside challenge, as observed in its history when defeat-
ed many opposing forces. Another challenging factor to the Imam was that some of the
Shia government have rose to power only for the sake of the power, as in the case of the
Qaramides and Fatimids.

Throughout the paper, the reader would find out that despite the label of Shiism,
some of the rulers’ belief were of deviated ones, like Zaydism, Ismailism, and others who
have claimed Imamate.

Such chaotic ideologies were a real challenge to the Debute of Imam Al-Mahdi
under the reign of such governments.
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Taking Revenge from the Offspring in
Mahdism

I Sheikh Muhammad-Rida Al-Saedy

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

One of the deeply-rooted concepts in Mahdism is revenge. The revenge of
Imam Al-Husain (P.B.U.H) is one of the primal goals of the Debut, to the ex-
tent that it became a slogan among the awaiters while calling Imam Al-Mahdi
(PB.U.H): “And where is the one who takes the revenge of the one murdered
in Karbala?”

This research inspects the relationship between Imam Al-Mahdi
(PB.U.H) and the revenge of Imam Al-Husain (P.B.U.H). It studies the most
significant reasons behind Imam Mahdi’s vengeance, on the one hand, and on
the other, it studies the jurisprudential essence of Imam Mahdji’s killing of the
offspring of Imam Husain’s murderers, depending on certain narrated tradi-

tions in this regard.
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A Theological Analysis of the Occultation

Narrations in Al-No’many’s Al-Gaiba

I Kadim Qadi-zadeh, Ph.D

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

There has been a thesis growing among the skeptics that the idea of the con-
cealed Imam has erupted during the time of Occultation; in other words, this
idea has appeared as a result of the need of the Shias for a savior. This thesis
does not only negate Mahdism, but also the whole idea of Imamate.

The bewilderment of some of the Shias after the martyrdom of Imam
Al-Hasan Al-Askary (P.B.U.H) was not due to the absence of his son, or was
not the consequence of their ignorance of the idea of Occultation, but be-
cause of the neglect of this group of Shias of what had been narrated from
Ahlulbait during the first three centuries. Making a perusal of these narrations
mentioned in Al-No'many’s Al-Gaiba, one would easily recognize how deeply
rooted this idea is, and that the concept of Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi is
something for-granted in the Islamic theology.

Thus, the thesis that the idea of Occultation appeared only after the

martyrdom of Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askary is entirely false.
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Mahdism Intellectual Heritage Starting from the
Second Half of the Fifth Century to the Second
Half of the Seventh Century (A.H)

I Sayed Ali Al-Husainy

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The line chart of intellectual efforts, concerning Mahdism, has undergone
various ups and downs in the time line of Islamic history. Yet, it has been the
center of the focus of Muslim scholars, particularly the Twelvers. The centuries
specified in this research are no exception.

This research tends to shed light on specific intellectual heritage, com-
posed in the fifth and sixth centuries (A.H).

Imam Hasan Al-Askary (P.B.U.H) was martyred in 260 (A.H), when no
individual had identified Imam Al-Mahdi and got to know him, except a very
small number of Imam Al-Askary’s disciples. Al-Hasan bin Musa Al-Nobakty
and Saad bin Abdulah Al-Ashary, two historians at the time, have claimed
that the Shias of the time could not publically discuss affairs related to Imam
Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H), in order not to jeopardize their lives.

However, after the spread of Shiism among the Muslims, the number
of people, who believe in Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H) and his Debut, started to
increase.

On the opposite front, the number of refuters have also increased to
raise the amount of skeptical queries directed toward this belief. The fifth and
sixth centuries (A.H) have witnessed these heated debates.

Thus, this research makes a quick perusal of books in this regard, to

analyze some of its significant subjects.
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Al-Nafs Al-Zakia (The Pure Self)

I Sayed Masoud Pour Sayed Aghai

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The murder of Al-Nafs Al-Zakia (the Pure Self) is considered one of the
inevitable signs of the holy Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi (P.B.U.H), to which nu-
merous narrations have referred.

The narrations have named this character variously, like Al-Nafs Al-Za-
kia (the Pure Self), Al-Nafs Al-Haram (the Sacred Self), and Al-Dam Al-Ha-
ram (the Sacred Blood). One cannot decisively specify his name, but what is
for-granted is that he is from Quraish.

Some of the narrations clarify that the place of his martyrdom is in
Mecca, between Al-Rukn (the Corner of Kaba) and Al-Maqam (Abraham’s
Station). Regarding the time of his martyrdom, it is close to the holy Debut,
to the extent that some narrations mention that this event precedes the holy
Debut by fifteen nights.

There has been a confusion between the above character and Muham-
mad bin Abdullah bin Al-Hasan bin Ali bin Abi Talib (P.B.U.H), murdered by
Mansour Al-Dawaniqy, the Abbasside caliph. There has been debates among
scholars concerning these two characters. Some claim that they are, in fact,
one person, but according to narrations, it seems that they are two different
characters.

Accordingly, we must wait for future events to determine the real es-

sence of this character.
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Imam Al-Mahdi in the Narrations of

Imam Al-Sajad: an Interpretive Study

I Hakim Al-Keraity, Ph.D.

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The Issue of Imam Al-Mahdi has been one of the greatest concerns since the
beginning of Islam after the Prophet had talked about it extensively. Therefore,
several interpretation schools have emerged in this respect, yet all agreeing
upon the issue of the Debut. Ahlulbait, on the other hand, worked on this spe-
cific field comprehensively to overcome all the misunderstandings, as long as
this issue of Imamate is one of the fundamental issues of the Islamic thought.
The Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi is crucial to one’s belief, because he is re-
quired to wait for the concealed Imam. God has appointed this Occulation of
the Imam as a trial for the believers.

This study investigates the issue of the Occultation of Imam Al-Mahdi
through a linguistic analysis of the narrations from Imam Al-Sajad.

The method of analysis followed here is that of semantic and pragmatic
interpretation to extract the historical contextual meaning of those narrations.
This does not mean that this paper neglects other methods of interpretation,
because it aims at acquiring a comprehensive understanding of this field of

study.
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