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Mahdism Philosophy: Justice and the
End of History

I Muhammad Shoqair, Ph.D

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Nothing could go beyond questioning, among which is the philosophy of
Mahdism and its dimensions. It should undergo the framework of History and
its teleology. It can be also studied under the light of the philosophy of justice
and its role in human society, wherein it could never be completely applied
due to society’s secular policies and culture. Accordingly, we live in a world of
injustice, upon which the societies were built, resulting in foundational disor-
ders, crises, conflicts, catastrophes, and misfortunes that became the everlast-
ing plagues of human society.

This study tends to encounter the philosophy of Mahdism and its re-
lation to the concept of justice, and its pivotal role in religious thoughts. It
reflects the teleological theories of the utopia Imam Al-Mahdi is expected to
establish. The method employed in this study is historical, in which ideas are
discussed in their historical context. It also discusses the idea of the end of
history and its teleology, which had been pre-planned by God.

Thus, this paper discusses the related issues, starting with the concept

of justice and its relevance to the philosophy of Mahdism.
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An Introduction to the Psychology of

Occultation

I Mushtaq Al-Ali, Ph.D.

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

As long as psychology could be defined as the field of study that is concerned with human behav-
ior and foreseeing his next actions, there are various fields of psychology as the psychology of personality,
business, industrialization, and crime, we can also add to this long list of categories the ‘psychology of
Occultation, as long as the individuals are connected to this concept, to understand their behavior, control
it, and to foresee it.

The concern of this field would be the connection of a group of people to the Occultation of
Imam Al-Mahdi and its effect to their everyday life, physically and spiritually. By physically I mean the very
actions resulted from such a connection, and by spiritual I mean the ideological challenges that one may
encounter in his life.

In the light of general psychology, I may describe the psychology of Occultation through three
stages:

1-  Describing human behavior to understand it: this includes describing that behavior before and
after Occultation to understand the divine wisdom behind this choice.

2-  The stage of regulating human behavior: the concern of this stage is to control the negative im-
pact of human behavior and to modify it positively through various means, among which are the following:

a.  The strategy of misfortunes.

b.  The strategy of awaiting.

c.  The strategy of role model.

d.  The strategy of trial.

3-  The stage of foreseeing the behavior: the concern of this stage is to maintain the positive aspects

of human behavior through divine trials and to position individuals among the chosen ones (the chosen
nation according to Quran), finally to be awarded by the Debut of Imam Al-Mahdi.

To summarize, this paper aims at certain points, which are the following:

1-  To read Mahdism from different viewpoints than those of the classical reading and textual anal-
ysis.

2-  Analyzing this concept through Western psychoanalytic theories and means, an attempt to read
Mahdism both under the Islamic and Western theories.

3-  To frame Mahdism with a more modern contemporary understanding of people who believe
more in scientific aspects than other things.
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The Reasoning of Imam Al-Mahdi in his
Letters: A Means of Theological Argu-
ment

I Ibtesam Abul Karim

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

In a world filled with chaos and ideological deviations, the followers of Ahlulbait
(PB.U.T.) are in need of what keeps their belief stable and deeply rooted in their mind.
The method of reasoning used by Ahlulbait (P.B.U.T.) was a method to guard their follow-
ers from deviation.

The letters written by Imam Al-Mahdi was an effecting way to prove his Imamate.
Though Imam Al-Askary has announced the birth of his son to the Shias, Imam Al-Mahdi
again needed to confirm his existence and Imamate, especially after so many false claim-
ers designated themselves as the heir of Imam Al-Askary after his martyrdom, chiefly
among which was Jafar the brother of Imam Al-Askary. Jafar, though he falsely designated
himself as an Imam, his failure was a reason to stabilize the Imamate of Imam Al-Mahdi
through a letter to the common people. The letter included certain instructions to the
Shias to easily recognize the real Imam designated by God.

This research will shed light on the method of the reasoning adopted by Imam
Al-Mahdi to refute the false claims at the time of Occultations. That methodology, as a
matter of fact, accords the current ones used in arguments and debates; in other words it
was ahead of its time in this aspect. Pertaining to this, the current study adopts the theory
of ‘hierarchical reasoning’ for the analysis of that methodology.

The Imam, moreover, employed both logical and Quranic reasoning in his ar-
guments. For example, the Imam proved that the mistakes in the letter of Jafar defies his
infallibility and Imamate, for the Imam is immune to mistakes. The Imam adopted the
hierarchical reasoning method in presenting the weakest to the strongest proofs in his
argument with Jafar. On the other hand, we observe in the Imam’s argument with Al-Shal-
magani, another false claimer, that he did not presented so many proofs and evidences

because Al-Shalmagani’s claim was devoid of any rationality or reasoning.
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Mahdism in the Poetry of the Umayyad

and Abbasyd Eras: A Comparative Textu-
al Study

I Ahmad Hayawi Al-Saad, Ph.D

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

Mahdism is considered among the most fundamental cornerstones
of the Islamic theology, especially of the Shia thought. The Shias con-
sider Imamate one of the five pillars of the Islamic belief, unlike other
Islamic schools. The current study, accordingly, sheds light on this
belief, that of Mahdism in the poetry of the Umayyad and Abbasyd
eras, and the way the poets of the time considered and encountered
this idea in their poetry, chiefly the Shia poets. It is historically ac-
knowledged that such poets have contributed much to the shaping of
this belief in the attitudes of the people. The historical context of the
time was under powerful political poles, making the task of the poets
extremely difficult, though they successfully stabilized Mahdism in

people’s mind.
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An Inductive Study of the Evolution of

Mahdism in Shia Intellectual Heritage

I Mujtaba Al-Sada

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The advantage of the Shias over other theological schools is that they have in-
herited a very rich heritage of Mahdism. Yet, this heritage has undergone various
challenges in its history, though it was a main factor in understanding this concept
more deeply.

There had been various evolutionary stages in the history of the concept of
the savior. A quick perusal of this history reveals several stages, which can be sum-

marized and categorized as the following:

1-  Wishing

2-  Foundation
3-  Reality

4- Rooting

5- Recession

6- Division

7-  Defense

8- Recruitment

In this paper, I will make a study of each evolutionary stage and its consequenc-
es. I will also shed some light on the changes that happened in the history of Mah-
dism. I should clarify here one primary point that this is not as much a historical
study as it is a reading of the evolutionary changes of this concept, leading us to have

a better teleological understanding of this idea.
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Organizational Structure and Designat-
ing Sub-leaders in the Promised Govern-

ment

I Yusif H. Al-Taey, Ph.D.

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

In the philosophy of management, any leading project demands an organiza-
tional structure to distribute the task among sub-leaders and then to apply the di-
vision of labor properly in the hierarchy of the system. The Promised governmet is
a worldly one, which is in need of highly organized managing system to keep the
subject and leaders in harmony. This hierarchal system of tasks facilitates the divi-
sion of labor and missions properly and professionally, under the supervision of its
Promised leader. To keep this management system smooth and successful, the entire
land under the rule of the Promised leader needs to be categorized so as to make
it easier to deal with its demands and needs, as dividing it into federals and states.
Accordingly, this Promised government is in need of a harmonic and systemic hi-
erarchy of management to keep the distribution of tasks and mission in the system
smooth in the Promised government of Imam Al-Mahdi.

This study tends to shed light on exemplary set of organizational structures that
could be applied in that Promised government. The paper also aims at dealing with

the nature of a perfect system that could be functioning at that time.
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The Savior in the Morsek Theology

I Adnan K. Al-Daraji, Ph.D

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

The Morseks were a genealogical continuation of the Muslims in Andalus (Muslim
Spain). They had inherited the Islamic culture and traditions in some way or another.

Like all other ideologies, the Morsek thought has undergone various changes, chiefly
because of the strictly classified nature of their teachings and nature. Additionally, the
vagueness of their theology is due to the restrictions the Spanish powers have imposed
upon this group.

The Morsek thought had integrated to some extent with the Christian theology as a
result of their mutual encounters.

As a matter of fact, the Spain at the time had invested much in the concept of the
savior to manipulate it politically, as a strategy to keep the Muslims away from political
power. Thus, there were certain intellectual parallels between the Christian Spanish and
the Morseks.

The Morseks depended greatly in their prophecies on what had been narrated from
the Prophet. They also borrowed much from what Imam Ali had stated about the future
of the nation. The main concern of the Morseks” prophecies were about the oppression of
the Morseks as a minority. They used such prophecies as a motivation and justification for
revolution. The Morseks have also invested much in what had been narrated about Imam
Al-Mahdi. The Morseks manipulated such narrations about the savior to display him as a
person who would rise from among them in Andelus.

After making a perusal of the Morsek prophecies, one would find that they had been
written with a very weak and unsuitable style and language, as a result of their political
oppression and marginalization, making them forget the healthy Arabic language.

In the discourse of the Morseks, the name of the savior varies according to certain
historical and political issues, yet they all agree upon one point that they seem to refer to
Imam Al-Mahdi, since they name him as the Arab son of Fatima. These prophecies also
describe this savior as just, virtuous, and noble. There is also a consensus that this savior

will rise from the Islamic orient.
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The Role of Mahdism in Dismantling
Atheism

I Muhanad M. Al-Haboubi

Translated by: Mujtaba Al-Helu

This study discusses the importance of Mahdism in dismantling athe-
ism, which is considered a plague overtaking the entire planet and its societies.

This paper also moves on to discuss the fundamental factor of belief
and its subcategorization, as the belief in Imamate and in the concealed Imam,
without whom, the major part of the pure Islamic theology would have been
forgotten.

On the other front, the current study sheds some light on atheism, its
history, reasons, and its great figures in early Islamic era as well as in modern
times. It also discusses the disastrous consequence of atheism and the vacuum
it causes in spiritual and practical life.

The study, next, moves to propose the proper way to encounter atheism
by following the pure instructions narrated from Ahlulbait, especially that of
Mahdism. Imam Al-Mahdi’s future policy will be filling out the hollow grounds
caused by atheism.

Thus, the method of this study is inductive, comparative, and analytic.
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